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| 1. end there W4s 4 great crie of the people | 
made and their wines againſt their bree- 
threnthe Iewes. 


x weary in keping watch 
Jand ward, and ſetting RS | 


\the people to building | l 
&X 7 the walls again, and j 
T cAthought all was quier, | 


Yboth withinthe Citie, | 
vtter enemie, behold, 
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P! A Treatiſe 
the former . The people and their wines coms That 
withopen month and makg an outcry againſt the {haul 
rich and Rylers among them, which unmercifully \cru 
had ſpoyled and oppreſſedthem, in ſo much as they -- 
were not able tolige . Suchis theſtate of Gods ? 
people here in the earth, thatas our maſter {har 
Chriſtſaith, He came to onerthrow the workes of wa: 
the denil:ſothe deuil ceaſeth notby almeanes {ani 

offible to overthrow, or at theleaſt, ſomuch circ 
asin himis,to hinder by his partakers,the buil« !gre 
ding of gods houſc,andthe ſetting forth ofhis ja | 

lorie. Andtodeclarethe vehemency of the !the 
crie,the holy Ghoſt noteth itby ſucha word s 


inthe Ebrew, as ſignifieth thoſe vprores and Jpre 
outcries whichare made in Rebellious or:Se- Ito 
ditious Riots, orelsofſuch as crie out for ithe 
greatgriefand anguiſh of heart. The parties out 
that make their crie, are the common people and \me 
women,of which it is hard to tell, whetherof "cur 
chemis often more importune in outcrying, Go 
and many times without iuſt cauſe, The peo- ou: 
pleif hey 6 martalitle,& haue not their owne Gl, 
wills fulfilled,are ready to exclaime, and wo- au 
men can weepe and howle when they hiſt, & ou! 
the baſeſt ſort are the worſt. The parties a= {his 
gainſt whome they crie, be the lewes their coun- ou! 
rrie-men, breethren in kindred, and profefling ime 
one religion. Ifthis oppreſſion and cruel dea- | 
ling hadbene by ſtraungers,where no mercie | - 
wcommonly ſhewednorlooked for,it Te i 
auc 4 
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haue beneleſſe maruciled ar, & lefle it would 
Thaue greeued them: but to be entreated 
Icruelly bytheir countriemen, kinſmen , and 
|thoſe that ſerued the ſame God,and profeſſed 
ithe ſameReligionthar they did, andat whoſe 
;hands they looked for aid and comfort : this 
{wasthought ſoſtraunge, that it would make 
; [anicaſtoniedto heare tellofit., With theſe 
| {circumſtances the holy Ghoſt ſetreth outthe 
> 'preatneſle of the cry,to make it morehorrible 


, rnd ents Ae. es Oo. | 


/them torepentaunce, and make them aſha- 
Jmed of their cruel dealings. When the Deuill 
Ipreuayled not by Saxbalat and his fellowes, 

, Jtoouerthrow the building, heſetteth now on 

7 ithe poore common ſort and women, to crie 

r out againſt their Rulers, thinking by theſe 

{ :meanes to ouerthrow all, rather then to pro- 

f /cure anie remedie orrehiefe forthem:Though 

, Godofhis accuſtomed goodnes (turning oft 

- 'our wicked doings to the ſetting forth of his 

: Glorie) by thismeanes wrought their deliue- 

- .taunce and libertie. Suchis the wiſdome of 

; our God, that by our fooliſhnes he declareth 
- [bis mightie powre,wiſdome,8& maieſtie -and 

jour ill dealing ſheweth forth his iuſtice and 

-mercie,andthat againſtour wil & meaning. 


| - 2. And there were that ſaid, our ſonnss aud 
enr daughters and weare manie , theres 
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n mens fight, & ſothe more eaſfilie to bring 
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fore we muſt take Corne that we may eate ſet: 
and lige. tain 
3 lou: 
2. eAvudtherewere that ſaid. The cauſe of (re! 
their Crie is ſet forth in theſe 4.verſes follow. the! 
ing: Hunger, need, oppreſſion, pinching pouertie, "nie 
and pining penurte , made them ſo tocrie out. 'Lib 
Andthisisto common a fault in our daies, in «def 
the preaching ofthe goſpel.Some of the poo- for, 
rerſ{ort, though they had not lands & goods, "yer 
yet God, ashe ſeth commonlie, had blefied 'yer 
chem morethenthe richer ſort with children ' wa 
{ſo manie, thatthey could not tell howto get jtin 
breadforthem, except they ſhould ſellthem {dre 
as ſJaues: And where they were free borne, hy; 
they ſhould now become bond, and be vſed ! ear 
as beaſtes.Whata griefe itistoa good father, ! $a 
thatloueth his childe deerelie, in the feare of * fle 
God,to bedriuen bythe ynmercifull dealing yer 
ofthe rich toſellhis owne children forbond- | nc 
men,[leaue it tothe confideratis of thoſe that ! thi 
 benaturall andlouing Parents. Fornonecan | we 
expreſle the greatnes of that griefe,buthethat | pe 
| hathbeenepinched withit, andfeltthe ſmart | Fe 
ofit.When Iacob ſhould ſera little Beniaminimto . 
Egipt with his brethren for corae, it waslongere» | no 
he could be broughttoit, and heallmoſt had: | W 
rather died for hunger, thenlethimgoe from | 2a 
him. Whata loue had Dazidtoward his wic- | #0: 
ked ſonne eAbſolon, eucninthe midtofhis .} by 
Vu. | | Rebellion. 


| Rebellion , andwhat charge gave heto his | 
"taines, that they ſhouldnot kill him? Suchisthe 2.508, PH 
'loue of naturall Parents towards their chil- PV 
* *(dren,that they will loue them,and cannot caſt 
, [them of, euenintheirill doings, though ma- 
; "nie times the children bemoſt ynthankefiu!. 
 'Libertieisathing hat eucric man naturallie 
 *defireth and by all meanes ſeeketh for, there- 
 *fore bondage muſtneeds beſuchathing as c- 
 *uery man doeth abhorre & flie from: yet hiwm- 
ger is ſuch a thing, that it will breake Ronie 
'walls,andratherthen aman will beare it con- 
| tinuallie, hewill ſell landes, goods, wife, chil- 
dren, yea him-ſelfe, to beſlaues for euer. Nay 
hanger isſ0 pinching a paine, that awoman will 
i eate her owne childe,as in the ſiege of leruſulemjn 
| | Samaria, and Sagumtine; yea aman, his owne 
| "fleſh, rather then he will die for hunger. Z7u- 
ger ofall thinges maie not be abidden, what 
' mconucnience ſoecuer fall out after. Conſider 
| then what miſcrable caſe theſe poore men 
| were in,that had ſo manie children,and could 
| get nobreadto putin their mouthes : & wic= 
Fed men, the richer ſort, were they, thathad 
. {broughtthem to this pouerty,and now would 
not relecue them in this their extremitie, 
1 {We read of a Biſhoppe of ents in Germanie 
| {talledHatto,who had great ſtore of corne & would 
 {rotreliene the poorewith it in time of great dearth, 
2 | bur let the ratseateit: in revenge of which, God 
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*  waiſed ſo manie Rats about him, that they droue | 
4" bim frombouſe to houſe to ſaue his life: andwhere | 
I he hada ſtrong towre inthe mids} of the great riner | 
of Rhene , whichyet ſtandeth thereto be ſeenein | th 
the middeſt of the riger, he thought himſelfeſure | pi 
if be could flie thither: notwithſtanding the Rats, | 
ſwam after him thither,and there denoured hm: | m: 
and it Is called the Rats towre at this daie. Salo- | T 
mon faieth , he that hideth wp his corne, ſhalbe | tl: 
curſed among the people but bleſſing ſhalbe outhem | t 
that ſellit, God graunt the richer ſort pititull ] rc 
| hearts to open their barnes and purſle to the | y 
"reliefe of the poore, that they maie eſcape | c 
Gods plagueand mans curſle, ft 


* 3. Andtherewere ſome that ſaid, our fields,and 
ft  . our vineyeards, aud our houſes we hane laid 
2 - To pleage that we mighthaue Corne inthis 
EE - | - Danger. 
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no money,and they crie outas faſt as the reſt, 
The Kings of Per/;a, although they had giuen 
the Iewes licence to goe home to buildtheir 
Temple and Citie, yetthey laid a great raske 
onthem , whichthey ould paie, intoken of 
their ſubiection, andrecompence for their li- 
berties ſake. The Rulers & chiefe of the Iewes 
had ingrofled vp in their hands vnmercitullic 
all the corne and money, that could become 
by, ſothatlitle or nothing could be gottento 
fill their bellies, andto paythe kings tribute 
withall: therefore theſe men muſt pledge ther 
lands and vineyeards toget ſome money for this 
purpoſe, O miſerable wretches, that had thus 
miſerablie oppreſſed their poore breethren 
and countriemen, who had taken as much 
paines as they or more for the defence of 
their countrie, building of their Temple and 
Citic : and now in their great neede could 
finde no comfort nor reliefe at their hands, 
But theſe beno new things in the world: 
« for Amosthe Prophet cowplaineth likewiſe 
of the oppreſſion, thatthericher ſort vſedto- 
wardthe poorein his time.!/henwil this moone 
paſſe away,faie they ,that hath ſomuchplentie:and 
the time come,that we may make the meaſure leſſe, 
and buy the poore for ſiluer, and the needie for ſhoes, 
and ſell the outcaſt of thewheat. ye 


5. Andnow as the fleſh of our brethren ;;.Bur 
now comethey all howling and crying roge- 
| | | cr 
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ther, and ſaie,what better caſe are we in, that. 
become home to our countrie,then our bree- 
thren,which liue in captiuitie vnder the Chal- 
dies, Affirians, Babylonians, Medes, & Per- 
fians, or any other countrie , where-ſocuer 
they be ſcattred on the face ofthe carth. They 
liue in penury & hunger, & ſo do we. They be 
opprefled withtheir Rulers, 8& ſo be we. Their 
fleſhispartched with toiling inthe heat, and 
frozen vp with cold, and ſo isours. Their bel- 
lies cleaue to theverie back forhunger, and 
ſodoe ours. Ther 1sno ({trength nor courage 
leftinthem, nomoreis there 1n vs. They be 
wearie of theirliues, andſo be we. They haue 
not where with to filtheirbellie, and couer 
their back,& no more haue we. They pine a- 
way for ſorow,and io doe we. They haueno- 
thing leftbut skinne & bones, and thoſe will 
{carſe cleaue togerher for ſorow, and in the 
ſame caſebe we. If theyget a pennie with 
oreat labour, one or other 1s readie to ſnatch 
itfrom them, and ſo ir is with vs. As their 
chjldrenliue in as greatſlauerie and miſerieas 
their fathers, ſo doe our children liue as miſe- 
rablieas we doe. Thereis noreſpeCt of age. 
noryouth neither therenor here, but all kinds | 
of ſorow arelaide vppon vs without mercie. - 
Ifthis ſorow:-werelaideon vs alone we could 
better beareit, but when we ſee our children, 
yonginfants that cannotaelp aaa x 
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- reatiſe 
be wraptinthe ſame miſeriethat webe, and 
can help neyther them nor our ſelues, itdou- 
bleth and rripleth our ſorow, andyert both js 
remediles, endles, and comfortles. 

Theſe be ſtraunge things which were laid 


to thcir charge fortheirvn gentle dealing: bur. 


loe, marke and conſider farther, and theſe 
dealings that folow are much worſe monſters 
in nature, andthingsintollerable, both afore 
God and man. This word loe, marke or behold, 
Ecce, ever betokneth throughout the ſcrip- 
ture ſome notable thing eyther verie good or 
yerieill , thatis poken of immediatlie after- 
ward, and ſuch aone as commonlie falleth 
not out among men: Andrtheholie Ghoſt of 
purpoſe vſeth to marke ſuch notable things 
with this word Loe, Ecce,marke or behold to 
put men in remembrance, and awake them 
to the conſideration of the weightie matter 
that followeth , that they ſhould nor lightlie 
paſſe ouer it, but.deeplie marke & confiderir. 
Marke the greatnes of this oppreſſion and yn- 


merciful dealing ofthe richer ſort toward vs | 


their poore breethren and countriemen, of 


the ſame religion, and ſeruing the ſame God: 


O 


that they doe, &haue takenas nuſch*paines: 
in building the Temple, Citie, anddefending 
our countrie as they haue done,or more: and 
yet cait finde no mercie at their hands, but 
ate madcetheir laues, For behold in ſtrange | 
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eountries , where our breethren dwell, ffraungers 
takg their ſonnes and daughters by force andmake 
them. bond-men and ſlaues: but.we are brought 
into ſuch miſerie, that we our ſelues are drinen 
by neceſſitie through the oppreſſion of our rulers, 
agamfſt our will , and willingly to bring & offer our 
ſonnesandadaughters to themtobe their bond-ſer= 


uants,flaues,cooſed a beaſts at their commannae- 


ment thatwee they may line,though it bein great 


miſerie, rather then periſh for hunger or penury. 
And, that ye may ſee thething tobetrue, 
andnot fcigned, ſome of our daughters are inbou 

e tothemalreadie. Itis a great griefe topa- 
rents, to ſce their owne Children taken by 
fraungers & made ſlaues intheirowne fight: 
butitis a greater grief for fathers to be ſo cru- 
ellic delt with in their owne countrie, attheir 
friends hands and countrie-men, that they 
ſhall be compelled willinglie, though againſt 
their wills, to ſell their children for Tanks, or 
elſc die forhunger. Atſtraungershands, and 
ſpeciallie iftheybe of another Religion, no 
manlooketh for anie fauour, andif aniedoe 
come,itis more then looked for, andſomuch 
the more welcome, whenit commeth- but 
at.afriend and countrie-mans hand, where 
all:;courtefie isrobelooked for, and to finde 


none bur all extremitie,it is agriefe aboue all. 


griefes, and mans hart can neuerdigeſtir. It is 
Rgainſt Cod, againſt nature, and:-common 
ES1t2Ci0 1 reaſon 
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reaſon which teacheth all gentlenes to ſuch; 
nay it is worſle then beaſtlines : for one beaſt 
will not deale ſo cruellie with another of 
his owne kinde:and onetheefe will not robbe 
another: therefore to be ſpoiled and robbed 
by them of whom they ſhould be defended & 
relecued, itis agriefethatpaſleth all ſorowe. 
Butif theſe forowes could haue an end, or ther 
were anie hopeto hauereleaſe ofthem in time 
wecould take itthe better, & haue ſome com- 
fort:but all hope is taken away,forwe haue no 

owreleft, we haue nothing to help our ſelues 
withall, we haue wraſtled as long as we might 


and made ſhift as long as it would be,butnow 


we are able to beareitno more, we haueno- 
thingleft, all is ſpent and gone, and we can- 
notdeuize whereto get anie more: our hou- 
ſes, ourlands and vineyeardes othermen haue 
cruellie gotten from vs,and vnmercifullic doe 
keepe them.& haue noregard to help vs inthis 
our greatandextreame neceſlitie. We can doe 
nothing,but cry out on heaue& earth, butthey 
haue hardned their harts and topttheir eares 
that they will notheare nor pitie vs. Mercieis 
gone, crueltie, oppreſſion, and greedines cary 
theaway,that both forget god &them-ſclues.. 


This was the miſerable ſtate ofthat time: a mi 


would haue thought that the milſerie,ſlauerie, 
and bondage, that they them-ſelues werein 
of late, vnder heathen Princes, in ſtraunge 

countries 


countries, and ſolate being reſtored through 
gods freeand vndeſerued goodnes to their 
' ownecountrie, with libertie, great gifts and 

liberalitie,to build their temple & citie,ſhould 
| not haue bene ſo ſone forgotten, butas they 

then would haue bene glad of ſome releefe, 
ſuccour.& courteſie to be ſhewed ynto them 
 atſtraungers hands, ſo they ſhould now ſhew 
thelike vnto their breethren & countrumen: 
butſuch is the wickednes ofmans hartthatthe 
more mercies we receiue at Gods hand, the 


I 


A444 


lice of Sathan again{t God, his Church, and 
people,that whenthe Lord of his owne free 
will and vndcſerued goodnes beſtoweth his 
mercie ypon his ſeruants, the Deuill by his 
| meinbers and all deuiſes poſſible , goeth 
| about to ouerthrow and withdraw all ſorts 
| ofmien,ſo muchas inhim is,toa forgetfulnes 
| of ſuch mercifull goodnes beſtowed ypon 
| them, and makeththem ynmercifull to their 


| breethren, which haue receiued ſo greatmer- 


| Cicatthe Lords hand. Religion is the chiefeſt 
help that god hath giuenys toknowe him by, 
| tobridle ourill affetions and defires with- 
| all, tomakeys loue one another, and ſet forth 
| hisglorie: and yetifwe looke intoour ſelues 
| In theſedaies, weſhalfinde that there wasne- 
;-uer'greater crueltie, oppreſſion ofthe poore, 


A ys Ty Fed 


and 


Hypocriſic, and difſembling, in Gods cauſe, 


| morevnthankefull we be:and ſuchis the ma- - 
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andynmercifulnes amongſtmen, in thisland; 
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thenhath bene fince the beginning' of the 
reforming of Religion amongſt vs : yea, 
andthatis more wonderful, of ſuch as would 
pretendto be fauourers of Religion. Hypo- 
crites, asthey yſe nothing well, ſo they mif- 
ufe Religion, for a cloake to worke their 
owne will and pleaſure by, to the defacing: 
of all good Religion. Things be freſh in 
memorie, and cannot be forgotten of them 
that will not willinglie | be blind: but they 
thatliſt to reede , may ſee in that worthie Fa- 
ther Maſter Latimer bis Sermons manie ſuch 


things opened, that then wars prenaney 


& would to God they were now reformed, or 
not fallen to worfle and more ſhameful dea- 
lings, without hope of amendement, As for 
begging or buiyng goodthings atthe Kin 

hand,then ſelling the woods, ſurueying'the 


- and, tothe vttermoſt acre or roods of land, 


inhaunfing of rentsto. the higheſt , from 
ewentie poundstoan hundreth , rackingthe 
Tenants by-intollerable fines and Incomes, 
Sine fine, euerie'5.or 7. yeare eoameulleag 
ingloadonthem;to carie andrecariewhatf0- 
eucrisrobedone;paying neuer a pennie for 
theiglabour, ride andrunne whenheis com- 
maynded;8c. Then turne-itinto: the? Princes 
handagaine, getas much and'yſe it-as;ilÞ of 


worlle; This-praRiſe: hath bene ſo commiby 
'3 | and f 
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and declared by diuers, that few can beigno« 
rantofit, and maniecrie out on itatthis day, 
butremediles.Yetthis is notthe worſt:ifthere 
beanie broken title of the land, that maie 
make queſtionin the Law, oritthere beanie 
daungerof waters or extraordinaric charges, 
reparations,8cc.thenir is meete forthe Prince 
byexchaunge. When itisrackt to the high- 
eſt, anda goodthing gottenin ſteede of ir,yet 
thatthe Prince ſhallnor be thoughrto haue 
an ill bargaine, he will deſire to be farmer of 
it him-ſelfe afterthe ſamerate, to ſtop mens 
mouthes for a time. - As itis reaſon, honora- 
ble, andGodlie, thatthe Prince ſhould libe= 
rallie reward and encouragethe goodſerui- 


f 


us 


tor: ſo isit reaſon againe, that the Princes 


goodnefle, nor the ſubie&be wiſuled. Ma- 
ſer Latimer did freelie ſpeake oftheſethings, 
not without blame , as peraduenture this will 
be to: but would toGod this had bene vied 
only inthe princes (tate: but he thatwil looke 
and ſee, ſhall finde the like to common in- 
meane mens doings, As for pulling downe of 
Townes, turning tillage to paſture, andrur- 
ning outthe tennants, as Ac/26 did to Na- 
beth for his vincycard, thatthey maic have el- 
| bowroume, makethemlarge demeans,orfer: 
aſhepheard and hisdogs, where: to manie 
haue dwcilt, and thata-poote man may not 
dwel ſoneere aman of worthip: thete beſo 
B common 
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common among the meaneſt ſort of Pur- 
chaſers,that men neede notto ſtudie where 
to finde them. Raiſingof Rents,&taking vn- 
reaſonable fines and grefſans, is thought no 
faulte, it is fo common: but ſome are waxen 
ſo cunning, that itisſtraungeto thinke of. A 
land-lord 1s hungrie, and needes muſt haue 
tines euenofthe pooreſtſort: and becauſche 
wil bethoughtto deale mercifullic, this waie 
is deuiſed, The poore man hath no money, 
and yethe muſt pay: his goods, and ſpeciallic 
his ” pa , though heybe few, ſhall beprei- 
{ed, andaccording to the rate, out of thoſe 
goodsthe fineſhalbe raiſed . And that ſome 
pitie ſhalbethoughtto be ſhewed, the poore 
man ſhall haue his goods againe by the price, 
to pay his fine withall, and for occupying of 
thoſe his owne goods, he ſhal pay a yearelic 
rent orintereſt , as it were an vſurie: and this 
dealing is thought ”_ courteſie. Solon, 
when he was aiked,, why , among the other good 
lawes that he made , he made not one for him that 
killed bis father? He anſwered , becauſe he would 
not put men in remembrance, that there was any 
ſach a miſchiefe, that could come into mens heads: 
So I feare the opening of theſe things ſhall 
giue occaſionto ſomeillmen, butnottothe 
ood, tolearnethelike deuiſes . Soreadie we 

| to learne thatthatisill. The law in deede 
opencth fin whatitis, thataman ng flie 
om 
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from it, &not be condemned for ignorance. 
Saint Pawl ſayeth ,I had not knowne lut and de- gow.1 4 


Gre of ill things to beſmne , except the law hadſaid, 


thou ſhalt not luſt nor defirethem. The law is not 
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to blame indeclaring what finneis, thatby 
knowing of it we may fliefromit: no more 


then the Phiſitian is to blame in opening the 


_ diſeaſe tohis patient, and teaching himwhar 


things ro auoid, that he may recouer health. 
But as anill ſtomach,what good meat ſocuer 
it eateth , turnethit into ill humors : andthe 
Spider gathereth poyſon onthe ſame flowres 
that theBce gathereth honic: So on the holie 
word of God &his bleſſed lawes. which he 
made forour health and ſaluation,illmen ga- 
ther death and damnation, through their 
owne wickedneſlſe,and no faultin thelaw nor 
law-maker, Asthe /ſrae/ires cried outinthis 
time iuſtlie ontheir Rulers for this great op- 

reſſion, ſoitisto be feared that in our daies 
there isno lefle cauſeto crie aloud, that God 
may heare, when man willnot. There be four 
things that crie for yengeaunce out of heauen 
ynto the Lord, and the ſcripture yſeth the 
ſame word of crying with them, which for 


memories lake are conteined in theſe twa 


yerles: 
Clamitat in calum vox [auguints , vox Sode- 
mOorum , | 
Uox opprefſorum , merce(q, retents laborum. 
B jj For 
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For murther and bloodſhed God ſaidto 
Caiz, when he had killed his brother eAbel, 
the voice of thy brothers bloodcrieth out from. 
theearthtomeinheanen. Forthe filthie inceſt, 


| fornication, Pride, Glotonie, wealth, and I- 


dlenes of Sodom, the Prophet Ezechiel and 
Geneſis teſtifie ſaying the crie of Sodom ts come 


2p to me, The I/raelrtes oppreſſed in Egipe with 


making of brick, &c. God delivered them 
when they criedvnto him ,and drowned the 
oppreſlors. S. [amesſayeth, the wages withhol- 
den from thoſe that reapedtheir fields,crie out une 
tothe Lord of hoſtes. Theſe be good leſſons 
for ſuch as oppres the poore,or dealeftreight- 
liewith theirtennants, thinking they may vſe 
them like ſlaues or beaſts at their pleaſure. 
Though they be ſeruants here, yet they be 
children of the ſame God,and bought by the 
{amepricethat their maſters be : & therefore 
ought of dutieto be yvſcd with Chriſtian and 


brotherlie charitie,as thou wouldft be, ifthou © 
were ſo. There be other ſorts of cruell oppreſ- 


ſours, butnot ſo common as theſe As coſe- 
ning, by cunning dealing to creep into mens 
boſomes , to be Feoffies oftruſt, Executors 
of will, Gardians of infants, andtheſe plaic 
beſt betruſt, butrhey truſt them-ſclues beſt 
andpgoeawaie with all,Cariers of corne,yictu- 
als, and other commodities out of therealm, 


tomake adcarth within the realme, yea, _ 
oft 
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| eApgainſt Oppreſſiov. 2 
oft to feede our enemies, and enrich them- 
ſelues, by procuring licenſes to carie them 
out, are to well knowen how hurtfull they be 
through all countries. As for Ingroflers, 
fore -ſtallers, regraters , leaſe - mongers, 
they are thought honeſtmen, The lawyers 
of both ſorts by feeding their Clients with 
faire words, and the Queſtmongers with 
Nutriſh ſhifts, making them belecuetheirmat- 
terto be:good, & with long delayes.impoue- 
riſhthe ſuters: and if he come tobe Iudge in 
the ſame matter afterward, wherein he was a 
counſellerafore, he ſaith, Iſpake then asa 
counſeller, and now I muſt ſpeake asa Iudge, 
and thinketh that he hath ſpoken good rea- 
ſon, as though God had made itlawfullatany 
time, orin aniecaſle to beare falſe witnes or 


pane yntruthes. The Phiſitian and the Apo- 
| t 


ecarie dcale ſo cunninglie that no man e- 


| = them, and yer be asill. The cleargic 
| © 


at will take the profit andrefuſe the paines, 


' Lie athis eaſe from his charge and ler his 
| ſheepe hunger, arenor better then the reſt, 
Pen-clearks, ſhirifs, bailifs, & ſummoners are 


not worthy to cometo this companie,forthey 


- Canreturne Nor eſt inuentns , when they ſtand 


a 


and talke with him : and make cunning de- 


| layes, vntillthey make men pay double fees 
for expedition . Worſt of all 


commeth the 
common. cutpurſle the yſurer and his broker, 
* Biij he 


4: __ —— Treatiſe 
he ſtandeth on his reputation, he ſitteth hig- 
eſt on the benche , and looketh bigge; nay he 


is creptyvnto meane mens dealings, he ſpea- 


keth courteouſlie, and dealeth cruellic: he de- 
fendeth his doings to be charitable, when it 
eateth yp houſe, lands, and goods, turneth in- 
fants abegging, and ouerthroweth the whole 
kinred: Captaines conuey as cunninglie as 
Tugelers with leger-demaine , Merchants and 
Artificers|are ſo honeſt, that they may notbe 
touched : they haue ſo few faults, that [they 
cannot betold, and yet there could neuer be 
lawes enough made to bridle them, but they 
will creepe out, When receiuers are become 
deceiuers, controulers be pollers, Auditors 
ſearchers, and Cuſtomers looke throughtheir 
| fingers and keepe their olde cuſtome : And 
generallie, exerie mans aT heefe in his occupa- 
tion, as the common prouerbe ſaith, there is 
craft euenin daubing : it is to be feared, thatas 
the courſe of a ftreame being ſtopt , it gather- 
eth a great damme,and being let ſodenlie goe, 
it oucrthroweth all in his way; ſo Gods anger 
being ſtaiedatime, the windowes in heauen 
being opened, it will powre downe on our 
hae plentifullie, How ſhoul Gods plague be 


farre from ys,when theſe cry vengeancedaily? 


the theefe by the high way is not ſo ill as anie 
ofthoſe,that deale'notyprightly in theiryoca* 
tion, For againſt athecfe a man may fight Tot 

ahupenls dubagnca decay is 
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f4mſs oppreſſion, | 
his purſſe wittinglie, and ſaie, maſter theete 
gramercie.If aman conſider in howlitle tents, 
Shops, Offices, and houſes theſe men dwell, 
and how great gainesthey get, he ſhall cafilie 
ſee where the proficableſt ground liethinthe 
Realm.Ifthis people hadſuch cauſeto crieout 
then ontheirRulers,what cauſe have wenow 
here among vs,where not onelie the richer & 
mightier ſort ouerload the poorer, but euery 
one in his degree vyſeth crafc,ſubtilry,8deceit, 
to opprefle, vndermine, and ſcratch from o- 
ther, without "Fea of friend or foe, what 
he can, not regarding how he commeth by 
it, by hooke ob crooke, byrightor wrong, 
beit ſhort orlong. Here is nothing ſpoken 
particularlie againſt any mans vocation or oc- 
cupation,nor anie man that dealerh honeſtlie 
inthem , but generallic to note the generall 
faults of the offenders , that cucrie man may 
looke into his owne boſome, confiderhis do+ 
ings andamend one. Ifcuery one woldamend 
one,allſhould be wel ſtreight: buteueric one 
would amend another, {ee other mens faults, 
| but nothis owne,, and therefore alllie ſtill as 
they did, nothing amended, and euerie one 
maketh curtefie who ſhal begin firſt. Sophony 
the Prophet complaineth ofhis time, & faith, 
 thyrulers are roaring lions, thy indges areranening 
wolues, and will not leaue the bones vntillmor- 


ring: thy prophets are lewd andunconſtant, thy 
Wy - 


Prieffs hane defiled the holy place, ana broken thy 

law, Micheas crieth out and faieth:there z5 not a 
good77:an left onthe earth, anduot arighteous man 
&rmong men, all lic mwaite for blood , enerie man 

hunteth his brother untodeath, cc, God graunt 

our times werenot like. Among vs it is meri- 
lie ſaidof ſome, that there be ſome {ourtswhere 

law is execured withont conſcience: Another, 
where conſcience is without law: the third where 
nenther Law norconſcience;the fourth,vhere both 
law and conſcience ſpall rule, I can rather pray 

for, then looke for, vntill iiÞ laſt day come, 

when the righteous Iudge ſhall iudge both 

with law &conſcience. Inthe meanetime we 

may mourne, and turne vnto the Lord, that 
he may forgiue vs, and recciue vsin his manic 
and great mercies, for we are full of many 

and great miſcries. The pride of women is. 
through the fault of men, therefore they be. 

blameles:God amendyvs all . It is written that 
Toſeph in Egipt v(ed the people almoſt of like 
ſortthat they doehere, and yetis hepraiſed & 

and thele iuftlie reproued: which poſliblic 

{ome marueile ar, not vnderſtanding the di- 

uerſitie of their doings. Joſeph laid wp corne in 

the time of plentie , when enerie man hadynough>_ 

_ theſemendiditatal times,without reſpeR, in 
plentie and ſcarſitie . /oſeph brought themonie 
 intothe Kings cofers, to ſerue the common wealth: 
theſe men laid it vp intheir owne i” to 
Y tneir 


S . 


their owne priuate vſe . /oſephbo 
zell for ſuch price as theywereworth: theſe men 
pay notthe iuſtprice for anie thingthey take. 
ſoſeph buieth their land andmakeththepeople bond 
vntothe King, r:ſtoring them againe the land, the 
King finding the ſeede to ſowe, the people onelie 
labouring to till the ground. And where we 
thinke we deale. courteouſlie if we let them 
to halfes, the Egiptians haue the fourth part 
fortheir labour,and paie the king thetiftpart 
of the encreaſe, for the land and ſeede, but 
theſemen kept all intheir owne hands. Zoſeph 
bought not the Prieſts lands, but gane them alow- 
ance of ſuch things as they wantedont of the kinges 


fore : and theſe men like ynto our daies, if 


they can ſcrape anie thing fromthe Church, 
thatisa paſtime among all other tolaugh at, 
and thought beſt gotten. So much more is a 
miniſter of GodsGoſpell thought meeter to 
be ſpoiled by theſe cutpurſles, then /oſeph 
thought mcete to doe to thoſe Idolatrous 
prieſts. /oſeph opened his barnes in timeof dearth, 
and ſold l:berallie tothe needje : theſe men-the. 
oreater that the neede was, the faſter.they 
locktir vp, vntill they hadtheirdefire of the 
poore. {oſeph retored their landand tooke but 


the fift part of the encreaſe : theſe men reſtore. 

nothing, andyettakeintereſt, ' Asthiscruell. 
; dealing toward their breethren- and coun- lj 
triemen, was thought Rraunge:to befound: -* -*j 
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3-3 this caſe, ſaying; doe as theyſay, but doe not as 
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| amonegltthis pops inthetimethatGod had 
ſhewed to them ſuch great mercies,, inreſto- 
ring them againe to their countrie, giuing 
them the liberty to build their nnd and 
Citie, with great gifts, liberalitie, and fauour 
ofthe kings , vynder whom they were bond- 
men andſlaues: So itis much more marueil, 
that among Chriſtians, inthetimeof thegoſ- 
pell, ſo mercifullie reſtored vnto vs, &ſo ' "94 
lie taught, greater crueltie ſhould be found & 
exercited, then among the hard harted Tewes 
or infidell pagans , But this is the common 
practiſe of Sathan, thatinno age, people, nor 
countrie,he can be quiet to ſec Gods kingdom 
ſetyp and floriſh, and his powre fall: but he 
will rage, ſtorme,beſturre him,andby al deui- 
ſes that may be, and by allpowre thathe can 
ouerthrowit, And ſeeing this is nonewthing 
but hath fallen our diuers times afore, let ys 
not now be aſtonied nor diſmaied atit, nor 
murmure and grudge againſt the doctrine of 
our faluation, ſo mercitullie offered vnto vs, 
as though it were not thetrue word of God, 
becauſe men liueſo far contrary tothat which 
is taught, and they openlie profeſſe. The de- 
uill is content, when he cannot ouerthrow the 
trueth of the do&rine, to deface it ſo muchas 
he can, with the ill life of thoſe that profeſle 
it. Butthegoſpellteacheth vs what to doe in 


they 
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they doe: The doGtrineis good, though they be 


'U11; Thetrueth and worthines of Gods word 


hangeth not on our life and doings, but our 
life anddoings ſhould be reformed by Gods 
word: for that #5 a Lanterne to onr feete, and P/4 
alight toour ſtepps , that we may know when 
webein the right way and how to come into 
it. We mult be iudged y gods word,&notitby 

ys: we mult be ruled by it, and not ouer= 

rule it, according to ourphantaſies: 
we muſthang on Gods true 
ſaying, and not on 
mans euill 
living. 


(* 


Sr E—xqy—q-q - _—__  —— 
Wap wenn a —_ >— 
Y _ —— —_— —— 


' 
»(o4 
M4 
I 

q 


A TABLE OE SYCH POINTS 
AS ARE CONTEINED IN 
the ſecondT reatiſe 


(&)- 


2 L. What oppreſſionts, 
2. It is not lawfull for anie man tooppreſſe ane- 
3. They which haue dane wrong wnto , or op- 
| preſſed ante, muſt makg alluall reſtits- 
tion. Th 


4 It is the auety ofthe 1, agttrate , to deli. 


ner the oppreſſed ont of the hands of the 


reſſour. 
5- The Magiſtrate looſeth nothing by deline- 
ring the oppreſſed. | 
6, Opreſinr: ſhallbe grienouſlie puniſhed, 
7. Oppreſſonrs hane no Religion inthem. 


Ce ee ee ra—_—____pp_M_ 


He 00s. 


SY OG ts LOR At EL _— RS F 


OO 


Tothe Reader. 


T hath pleaſed an Engiiſo papiſt, to gine ont in 
print, that the Church of Roome dothboth teach, 
and require attuall- reſtitution , and that our 
church doth neyther. His ſpeech of vs ts verie ſlaſis 
derous, andmy treatiſe againſt oppreſſion,ts argu- 
went yuough to oonfute him. If they of Rome teach 
andrequire attuall reſtitution, it 1s no worke of ſu- 
pererogation: they doe no more but their dueties, If 
we ſhould faile in this cleare point, wedeſerne gread 
eondemnation at almightie Gods hands , I confeſſe 
that a man is good ( & therefore inſtified in Gods 
froht) before he dothgoodworkes: but withall I ſee 
=o this , that good workes doe followe him thas 
is truelie inſtified, and that ſuch as hane op= 
preſſed, or ininred any man , ſpall nat bo 
pardoned at Gods hand, vnleſſethey 
wake atluallreſtitution, if they 
be able todve it. If any re« 
guireproofe of this, [ re- 
ferre him to this trea- 
tiſeof mine againſt 


oppreſſion. 
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TREATISE AGAINST. 


THE FOVLE AND GROSSE 


finne of appreſſion, A 


— 


Queſtion 


Hat ts oppreſſion? 
eAnſwere. 
0 | It is vniuſt er 0g ay ofthe 


ground ofthis definitionis contcinedin theſe 
places' of Scripture. Micheas. Chap. 2. verſe. 
| 1.2, 1. Thel, Chap. 4. verſe. 6. 

; 2. It ts not lawfull for anie manto oppreſſe ano- 
ther. 


N [uevs this daie bur dailie bread.Mat,Cha.6. 


yerſe.1t, Euerie Chriſtian defireth God 


to giue dailie bread, (thatis, all things neceſ- 


farie for this life) both to him-ſelfe, and to | 
others; therefore no Chriſtian ispriuiledged | 
q £0 
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feethy enemies Aſſe lymg wnder his barden, wilt 


' of the needefull i; the life of the poore: he that de- Ec4l344 


gamſr Opprejſion. 

to ſpoile another ofhis neceflary food, 

Ifone of vs muſt praic for the good of ano- 
ther, one of vs may not pray ypon another. 
He that taketh his neighbours lining, is ammr- Eccke * 
therer. ” JR" | 

T hou ſhalt not deſire thy neighboaurs houſe, his ll 
belde, &c. Deut.5.21.1f we may not deſire his 
houſe, orland, then we may not ſpoile him 
ofhis houſe, orland, orincloſe that ground, 
whereby the poorec either by rightare, orby 
right oughtto be relieued. 

1f thou meet thin enemies oxe, or hts Aſſe going 
«ſtray thou (halt bring him to him againe. If thou 
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thou ceaſe to help hint? thou ſhalt help himwpwith 
it againe. Exod. 23.4.5. Almightie God com- 
maundeth vs to deale well with our enemies 
Aſle, therefore we may not by vndoing our 
ncighbour or ſpoiling him of anie part of his 
landor goods,make himan afle and ſendhim 
a begging. a 

He that oppreſſeth the poore, reproneth hins i 
that made him,e+c. It isa orofle {in to reproue Prow.t ih 
the maieſtie of God: therefore it is a groſſe 3! || 
{inneto opprefle the poore. . 

It was one of the ſinnes of Sodom, not toreach 
out the hand tothe poore.Ezech.16.49. itbea 
greatſinne, not to relicue the poore, itis a 


very groſſeſin to ſpoile the poore. The bread 
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fraudeth himthereof, is amurtherer. 

There is a writin England, which beareth 
thisname, Ne ininſte vexes, that is to faie, 
_ wexe not anie man wiinſtly: This is a godlie 
lawe, and is deriued from the lawe of God, 
_ forbiddeth and condemneth oppreſ- 

10n. 

There are certaine beggers, which of pur- 
poſe keepe theirlegges ſore, to get money by 
it: Ifthey are iuſtly miſliked which gaine by 
their owne ſore legges, what deſerue they to 
be thought of, which gaine by other mens 
{orelegpes? 

When thou ſelleſt ought to thy neigh- 
bour, or buieſt at thy neighbours hand, yee 
ſhall not oppreſſe ene another, Leuit. 25.ver.14. 
Thu & thewill of God, that nomanoppreſſe or de- 
frande his brother in any matter . 1. Thel. 4. 6. 
Therefore men oftrade may not gaineby litle 
meaſures, falſe weights, and falſe ſpeeches, 
andothes, noranie mightie men maic gaine 
by cunning dealing, by colour of lawe, or by 
pling any violence what-ſocuer. 


3. They which haue done wrong vnto, or op- | 
preſſed any, muſt make attualreſtuution, © | 


Odfaith thus ynto Moſes : ſpeake vnto the 
XD children of Iſrael,when aman or woman ſhall. 
commit anie finne, that men commit, aud tranſs 
greſſe againſt the Lord, when that perſon ſhalltreſ< 
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| p4 - they the ul confeſſe their ne, Ky = 
” done, + Dal cafe rf ethereof with. 
|. bs principal andput the fift part * more there- 
to, and (hall gine it vnto him, againſt whome he 
hath treſpaſſed. But if the man he uo kinſman, 
rowhom he ſhould reſtore the dammage , the dam 
mage ſbalbe reſtored tothe Lord, far the Prieſts 
vſc,&c, Num. 5. ver.6. 7.8. Wearetaught 
in this place, to whom this aQtuall reſtitu- 
tion mult be made, euen to him, whom we 
haue injured: if he be dead, we mult reſtore 
itto his kinſman-if he haue no kinſman aliue, 
acuall reſtitutionmuſt be made to almightic 
God, forthe Prieſtes vie, and in our time 
for the poores vie, 
Michah robbed his mother of 11. PREY ful 1 f 
- ſhekels of filuer: his mother did not knowe T1 
| thathehadit, but he had remorſe ofthat fin, . 1! 
and made aQuual reſtitution. | , 
Samnel ſaith thus of him-ſelfe: Whoſe Oxe x 54 a 
baue I taken? Whoſe Aſſe haue I taken? or whom 
haue 1 donewrong to? or whom hane I huri? oro 
whoſe hands haue Ireceined any bribe, to blind 
my cies there-with? and 1 will reſtoreit you, &c, 
Itis certaine that Samme! did not deale either 
corruptly or yniuſtly inhis office: ifhe. had,he 
would haue made aCtualreſtitution.. _ | 
. Zacbeus was ſome times verie diſordered | 
in. his life: it pleaſedour ſauiour Chriſt to be 
A. gen God vnto him, and 'to lodge j - 
T 'c houſe | 
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houſe - Zacrhew bawing feeling of his former | 
wants ytteted; theſe words, 7f7 hane takew | h, 
from any with by forges cantilation, { reſtore him.s 
fonrefolde. Tf Zacheus of leticho, after his 
_ conuerſion; Was content. to reſtore foure b 
folde; itis 2 good conſequent.that they haue 


| E 
litle ſenſe ofRcligivn, which will hot reſtore | 1, 
| >< theprineipallz ©? | 


Ifa man hane deceined , yobbed or oppreſſed 
other mew , ſhal he be pardowtd at Gods band , if 
he make not tlnal reſtitution}? 

EE | Anſwire. 
. . God willnotpardonhim, vnleſſe he make 
actual reſtitution, if he be ableto doeit: my 
reaſonsarethele, 
If the wicked ve/tore the pledge , and gine a- 
tp.18.v. gaine that he hadrobbed, beſhal ſarelit tine, & wot | 
= de, cu the Lora, Eze. $3.15: Thereforejit | | 
: I8alure conſequent, that heſhal notliue eter- - | 
hallie,which being in caſe tomake aQuall 
reſtitution, doethir not accordingly. 
©» Is northis the faſtmg that I bane choſen,to looſe 
the bandsof wickednes to take of the heauy bur- 
dens, dvd tdlet the oppreſſed got free, andihat ye 
breahbenery yoke, &c, Then fhdld thon call, and 
the Lord ſhalanſwere, thon ſhalt brit, nhd be PAL 
ſay, here Tum, ec. Eſa. 58.6. 9.1f the oppreſ- 

Tour muſtlet the oppreſſed goe free, hemut 

make atinlteſtitution. Ifahwightie God will 


not 
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not heare the praierat.the-apprefſour (ynrill- 
heletthe oppreſſed: goe free) agis g'neceſlaty” 


conſequent,thar God will not pardan him. 


Angnſtine, very Das for this pointiifmen FPÞ.$44 


be able to make aRuall reſtitution and doeit. 


not; pexiterticndragter, ſed fingittr- that is 


toſay, their repentance. is: no' repentance, 
and theirſinſhalnothe pardoned, vnrill actue- 
all reſtitutionhemeade,-/. 

If a man bene ſecretly either rabbed or deceiugd. 
avather, andu wory willing ty makereſtitution, 
but cannet dee it with-ont ſone waridlie danger, 
ard diſgrace tobims ſelfe , what muſt he goin 


this caſe? 


". 


Anſwere. 
Lethim ſendthat which he hath taken vn- 
iu{tly.by ſome truſty meſſenger co himwhom 
hehath wronged, andlet his name be cons 
ecaled; BY nd 4 N 0 
F © usſt ion. EG 7 
| If hethat hath taken wninitly from othere,foath 
waitedall , ard is not able to make reititution, 
what ſhall he doe? q | fy 
Ooh, Anſmere, h: 
Sucha one, mult defire pardon very hum 
blyatGads hand, andwater the eatth with his 
words:: 21th nd fir i697 03611 
4. It is thedattigof the Magiſtrate to daliner 
the oppreſſed out ofthe _ of 1/e appreſſour.” * 
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> Kerate” tndgthment in the morning (that is; 
carefiillie andwwithour delay) and delruey 


_. theoppreſſed out of the handof the oppreſſour ſaith 
the Lord;#c.Seeks indoement,rtleene the oppreſ- 


ſed jndge the fatherles, & defend the widowe. Al- 
mightie God commaundeth the Magiſtrates 


to cxecuteiudgementinthe-morning : there- 


fore they muſt vfe nodelaies in doing iuſtice. 


God commaundeth the $54 re to ſceke 


iudgement, thereforein caſes of oppreſſion, 
they muſt not ſtay till they be called for. God 
commendeth ynto the Magiſtrates al that are 
oppreſſed; bur ſpeciallie he fatherlefle and 
widowe, becauſe they want the defence of 
their parents, and huſbandes, and euery man 
gocth ouer, wherethe nedgeis loweſt. 
Tofias execitedinagement & inſt1ce, he indged 
the cauſe of the afflifted & poore(ſaieth the Lord 
| Tob ſaiechthus of himſelfe: 1 delineredthe poore 
that cried,and the Fatherles,& him that had none 
tohelphim,c5c.1 pat on iſtice, & it conered me: 
my indgement was theeie tothe blinde, and [was 


@father wvnto the poore,and when 1 knewe not the 
cauſe, Tſought it ont diligenthic,l brake alſs the 


chawes of the unrighteons man, and plackt the 

pray ont of his teeth, &c.It appeereth' by this, 

that /ob was a worthic Magiſtrate : God 
ſends manie ſuch as [ob was. + a - 

The Suvamite (whole ſonne Elizers raiſed 

| to 


«6 a. Ea <A 


Againſt" \Oppreſſto! | 
to life) ſo caetwrll inthe time offaminſeauen 


yeares intheland of the Philiſtines: in her ab-. 


ſence,herlands and goods were vniuſtlic en- 
tredypon: at herreturne, ſhe complainedof 


the iniurie to /ehoram the King of Iſrael: lehoe - 
ram Without delay commaunded an Eunuch 


to reſtore her goods and landes ynto her: 


allthe fruites of her lands, ſince the aay ſhe left the 


land, exen untill this time, 
The Iewesin Nehemiahrtime were greatly 
opprefled: Nehemiah was eric angrie wit 


Reſtore thou(ſaieth Tehoram)all thatarehers, & 3, IJ 


thePrincesand rulers which opprefled them, Neb.s, 


and faideynto them: i you 7 brrdens exery one 


29 he breethren &&&; Reſtore unto them this : 


their lands, their Vineyards, their olines ; and 
ther houſes. 


Ifit bethe magiſtrates duety to telucr PE 


oppreſſed, they muſt take great'heede, | that 
them ſelues beneither principals nor acces | 
riesinthefinneof oppreſſion. If they beguil- ,,,.,j 
_—_— ſhnbe tiernedinto wormewoode,and op 2. 


the righteous ſhalbe ſolde for (iluer, and the poore 
for ſhaes: thatisto = filthy bribes-ſhalbe 


more accounted then mens bucs wehictrare 


moſtp retious:! TRE 
. T he Morifra beſet nohingl delne 
_ vivgthe oppreſſed... 


imonie of a good conſcience which © 4 conti- 
neal 


Le doeit withafingle hekir (befide there: | 
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| nuall feaſt) he may affure him-»ſelfe of Gods 

 fauourand bleſſing, and of the finguler like- 
ing of all Gods people, - 

| fafiaa dideate and arinke and proſper , when he 


 . executed —_s and inftice, when be iudgod. 


the oauſe oft 


eaffifted, and the poore. 


Toh delimeredthe poore that cried & the father» 
.. les, bimthat had none to help him,axd the bleſſing 


of him that was ready toperiſh,came vppon him. 
Our ſouereigne Ladie Queene Elizabeth 
hath dealtgratioufly with manie poorcſuters 


atthe Court, ſhe hath ſpoken comfortablie. 


ta them,and procured reſtiturion accordings 


lie. If irbe no diſgrace to this noble Ladie 
which fittethvnderthe cloth ofeſtate,to deli= 


uerthe oppreſled,it is no blotto inferiour mas» 
iſtratesif they dothelike. Ifthe Prince plea« 
eth God highlic , and winneth the hearts of 
her fubie&s ſoundlie, for releeuing the op« 
preſſed, itis verie certaine, that thoſe'Cor- 


.. . - morants,which grynderhe faces of the poore 
>.-  areaccurſſed of God, andlooſe the hearts, of 


his people. IfthePrince fitteth faſt in the ſeate 
of her Kin dome for tendering the caſe of 


the opprefled, canthey affure them-ſelues of 
fitting quietlie vnder their vines and-Hgges 
trees, which cate bread, baked with the teares 


ofmen? Itis certaine , they cannot, for(be» 
fides the manifold curſes of God and hispeoy 
ple) their owne conſciences doc mightehs 


ſting 
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' ſtingrthem,, and are enemies ynough to tor= 
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ment them, 


'6. Oppreſſours ſpall be greenruſlie puniſhed, 


ried be he, that remoueth his neighbours way, . 
d marke : and all the people ſhall ſay, Amen.If 
they are accurſſed by God, and his-people, 
whith remoue the marke of the land, the 
ate more accurfled, which take awaie houſe 
and land * | | 
Op:rrſſton maketh awiſe manmadde, Madnes xccle,7] 
is 2 grecuous puniſhment: God puniſheth | 
oppreſſion by madnes , one grofle finne , by 
another. 
Ye haue builded honſes of hewen ſtone, but 4995 
Jee ſhall not dwell in themye haze plantedpleaſant | 
vintzeards, bat yee ſhall not drinke wine of them: l 
The reaſon of this is ſet downeby Almighty 
God in theſame verſe, in theſe words: your 
greadings are vpon the poore:& you take from hm | 
burthensof wheate, (that is toſay, the neceſ- 4 
Ariereliefe ofhim and his familiy. ) If theta» 


king away of burthens of wheat from the 

rewas ſo great aſin, the taking waie of 

arable ground (which by tillage and Gods 
blefling bringeth reliefe toaman andhis fa- | 
—_— nolitle finne. SPREE Er Rn 
They ſhall not monyne for bim (faieth God | 
of ToachimtheKin# of/ada;which __—_ 3 
pried, tere.21 
& 3 
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4 andcaft forth (as a carrion aboue Hegroupd) 


exen without the gates of Ieruſalem, Toachim had 
cloſed himſelfe in Cedar,but that was not able 
to keepe Gods judgements from him, 

The ſtone ſhall crie out of the wall, and the 
beame ont of the timber ſhall anſwereit , ec. As 


6. if almighty God ſhould ſay, rather then the 


| +77 £. 


vile dealings of opprefſours ſhould not come 
tolight, the ſtone ſhall cry out ofthe wall, I 
am built of bloodand iniquitie;$ the beame 
out of the Timber ſhall anſwere , Lam built 
likewiſe of blood and iniquitie. If the ſtones 
and beames of oppreſſours houſes, giue in 
their eutdence (like honeſt Turates) againſt 
ſuch houſes, the Opprefſours muſt prepare 
themſclues to heare this feareful ſentence pro 
nounced, by the Lord chiefe iuſtice of hea> 
uen and earth againſtthem: woe wnto himthat 

' buildeth a townewith blood , anderetteth a Citie 
by iniquitie. 


| \Epif. Theywhich oppreſſeothers,doe more burtthem 


ſelues,then thoſe whom they oppreſſe : the ſmart of 


the oppreſſedhathan end, the ſmart of the Oppreſ> 
ſour 1s exerlaſting : for he heapeth unto him-ſelfe 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and of the declara= 
tionof Te inf indgement of God, ma 


There were neuer any oppreflours ſo.ma- 
ny and mighty, butatthe length they were 
met with, Gods iudgements haue feete'of 
wodll,butthey haue armes of braſle: It is long 

a cre 
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ereGodbegin, but whenhe ſtriketh, he pay- 
eth home. Eſay. chap.30.ver.14 3 
Wo vntothem that imagine iniquity, & worke 
wickednes vpon their beds : when the morning 1s **1*-$« 
light, they prattiſe it, becauſe their hand hath 
powre, and they conet fields, and take them by vio- 
lence, and houſes,and takg them away: ſo they op- 
efſe a man and his heritage: therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord: behold, againſt the family haue I deniſed 
aplague, whereout ye ſhall not plucke your necks. 
Aich.2.ver.1.2.3. God be mercitull vnto vs 
and makeys afraid of his iudgements. 


7. Oppreſſours haue no Religioninthem... 


Od Looked for indgement but beholdoppreſſi- £9 | 

on, for righteouſnes but behold crying. exc. ! 
Judgement & righteouſnes are the true fruits 
of Gods religion, therefore oppreſſion isno 
branch of GodsReligion, and conſequently, 
the oppreflour is voyd of allreligion. 

Doe not all theworkers of iniquitie know that 
they eate wp my people as they eate bread? they call 
zot vppon the Lord:Pſal.x 4.ver. 4,Opperſiours 
call notyppon the Lord, thercfore they are 
void of religion: for inuocation isa principall 
and necefſfarie fruit of religion. If the oppre(- 
ſours ſay, that they ftretch our theirhands and 
make manic prayers, I graunt they doe ſo, but 
Almightie God giueth them this anſweare: 
Twill hide mine eyes from you, Iwill not heare - for 1 ſay.x. 

your 
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your handes are full of blood. at, VT 
1will be a ſwift witneſſe againſt thoſe , than 
wrong fully keepe back'the hirelmgs wages and vex 
the widow, and fatherles, and oppreſſe the ſtr anger, | 
and feare not me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, &'c. 
35* They which opprefle others feare not God, 
therfore they are yoyd of Religion. If they 
ſay they feare God, they deſerueno credite, 
becauſe their doingsconfure their ſpeech. A 
good tree bringeth forth good fruits, anda 
uſtifiyng faith appeereth by good workes. 
i5.15. Theformer gouernours did burthen the people, 
but ſo aid nat I (faith Nehemiah ) becauſe of the 
feare of god. If Nehemiah did neither oppreſſe | 
nor deale hardly, becauſc he feared God.it is 
manifeſt that oppreſlours feare not God,and 
therefore are voydof religion. _ | 
When he(that is [oſjas)indged the cauſe of the 
effiited, andthe poore, heproſpered: was not this, 
| becauſe he knew me? ſaiththe Lord: But thine 
$2.16. cye5andthine heart(heſpeakethto Toachim the 
King of [uda) are batonely for thy conetouſnes 
and for to ſhed innccent blood, and for oppreſſion 
&c. Toſias was a ſinguler defence to the op- 
preſſed, becauſe he did know and feare God: 
loachim was a notable oppreflour, becauſe he 
did neither know, norfeare God, thatis to 
ſay, becauſe he was voyd of Gods religion. 
This which haue ſet downe againſt op 
preſſion , may ſerue for oppreſſourstolooke 
ypou 
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ypon,& to reforme themſeluesby.Ifit worke - 
their good, itis happy forthem :1fitdoenor, 
lJetthem remember that dyethey muſt, and 
that after death they ſhall haue a fearcfull 
judgement. The beſt aduiſethatI can giueto 
thent which are opprefled, is thatthey deſire 
the magiſtrate, to betheir defence. If by this 
ordinary meanes, they cannot compaſletheir 
owne, they muſt patiently beare inuries, and _ , 

commit their cauſeto almighty God, fel.s 
who hath their flittings jn his regi- 
ſer, and their teares in hisbot- 
tell, and will be ſurely, buryer 
juſtly, reuenged of their 
Oppreſlour:. 
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Urritas & dulcis eff, & amara. Q uands | 
dnlcss eſt, parcit : quando amara , curat. |, | 


Ang.Epiſt.211.a4 Romulum. 
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